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"under false pretext", pointing out that the whole incident
was cooked up and that no santi was really needed.
Some scholars further see an undertone of sarcasm in
the word mitbyapavadena. According to them the poet
is referring to the practice of some greedy priests who,
with a view to earn some money by suggesting such
ceremonies, in fact bluff that a dog had entered the
temple or sometimes they would themselves deliberately
bring a dog into the temple.79 However, it is not known
whether this episode is true or not. If it were true it
would only form a sad commentary on the priesthood
of the land, as caring more for petty monetary gains
by throwing to the winds all decency and decorum in
the abode of God.

The last verse found in this stotra - another muktaka,
speaks of the glory of Sri Ramanuja as touring several
divya'desa-s. In the Srivaisnava tradition, a divya-desa
is a sanctified place where regular worship had been
instituted and sanctified according to the rules laid down
in the Paucaratra - or Vaikhanasa-Agama-^ and which
have figured in the Tamil songs of the Alvars. Tradition
recognises 108 holy places.80 The places cited here are:

Srirangam  and  Karisaila  (Kanclpuram)  (both  in
Tamilnadu), Anjanagiri (Tirumalai or Tirupati), Tarksyadri
(Ahobilam), Simhacala and Srikurma (all in Andhra
Pradesh), Puri (Lord Jagannatha as the presiding deity
in Orissa),  Badari (the Himalayan  shrine)  and
Naimisaranya (both in Uttar Pradesh), Dvaraka in
(Gujarat), Prayag (Allahabad) Mathura, Ayodhya, Gaya
(all in U.P.) Puskara (in Rajasthan) and Salagrama (in
Nepal). A devout Srivaisnava tries to make a pilgrimage
to as many of these holy places as possible in his life-time.

It may not be out of place to add in this context
that worshipping the iconic form of the Lord installed